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Hello and welcome to Top of The Pops Backstage. We’ve had our fair share of incredibly talented female singers giving us interviews over the past few weeks including Alicia Keys and Sade, both extremely talented and huge-selling artists with personalities to match. Well this week, we’ve got an interview with another female singer who is even more iconic and she’s also one of the biggest selling artists of all time; she’s the brilliant, formidable Dolly Parton. Dolly talks about her career, her Goddaughter Miley Cyrus, her plastic surgery and her new book, I Am a Rainbow. And let me tell you, she’s on mighty form! In addition to Dolly we’ve got two more interviews: one with one of the most exciting rap artists to come out of the UK for some time, Wiley, talking about his music and the rivalry that surrounds UK rap artists. We’ve also got chat from The Courteeners talking about their new album. And live music this week comes from The Saturdays. For all that, stay tuned to Top of The Pops Backstage. 
Backstage – 1
Dolly Parton
Transcript Begins Page 7
We’re starting with one of popular music’s biggest names – the wonderful Dolly Parton. The ‘Queen of Country Music’ has been having hits since the mid ‘60s including the songs Jolene, 9 To 5 and Here You Come Again plus she’s had forty-one albums that have reached the Top Ten in the American Country Album charts. But not only is she a hugely talented singer, she’s also an incredibly successful songwriter who has penned more than 5000 songs, a multi-instrumentalist, talented actress, author and patron to a wide variety of charities. One of those charities is her own ‘Imagination Library’ that donates books each month to many children from their birth until they enter Kindergarten. Over a year, they donate more than 2.5 million books. One of their recent books was written by Dolly herself; it’s called I Am A Rainbow and you’ll hear all about it from Dolly herself after this, one of Dolly’s biggest hits, 9 To 5.   
	[1]
	Dolly Parton
	9 To 5
	2’41”


	[2]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 1
	0’42”

	
	Dolly welcome to the programme. You’ve just released your first children’s book, I Am a Rainbow. Tell me about it.

	
	IN:
	Yes, and I’m very excited …
	OUT:
	… I’m very excited about that.


	[3]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 2
	0’52”

	
	You mentioned your ‘Imagination Library’ – why did you choose books as the medium to include as opposed to other forms of art?

	
	IN:
	Well you can’t do enough …
	OUT:
	…  of books for tons of children.


	[4]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 3
	0’38”

	
	I Am a Rainbow is not your first book – you’ve written an autobiography too which is a great read.

	
	IN:
	Well thank you very much …
	OUT:
	… from hopefully, and to enjoy.


	[5]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 4
	0’22”

	
	You have a biopic coming out about you – if it’s anything like your autobiography it will be very revealing.

	
	IN:
	Well, probably.  I mean I tell …
	OUT:
	… stories; that’s why writers write.


	[6]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 5
	0’25”

	
	You said that you have always had to take care about your weight. Is that true?

	
	IN:
	Well yes, I have to watch my …
	OUT:
	… up the angels food as well!


	[7]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 6
	0’38”

	
	Will the movie about you delve into your cosmetic surgery?

	
	IN:
	Oh I’m sure I’ve always …
	OUT:
	… of myself as a show horse.


	[8]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 7
	0’17”

	
	Will you be appearing in your biopic?

	
	IN:
	Well I’m hoping that I might …
	OUT:
	…  that sort of thing, hopefully.


	[9]
	Dolly Parton
	Here You Come Again
	2’52”


	[10]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 8
	0’56”

	
	Your Goddaughter is Miley Cyrus – would you like her to play a young you?

	
	IN:
	Ah no!  I don’t think she …
	OUT:
	…  from the Imagination Library.


	[11]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 9
	0’58”

	
	Do you like much modern music from artists such as Lady Gaga?

	
	IN:
	Well actually I haven’t had a …
	OUT:
	… great, I would love that.


	[12]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 10
	0’54”

	
	You’re such a bubbly personality, but do you ever get angry at people?

	
	IN:
	Oh of course!  I mean I’m a …
	OUT:
	… I have to act like one or try to.


	[13]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 11
	0’31”

	
	How do you relax?

	
	IN:
	I love to read and I love to …
	OUT:
	… sort of business I’m involved in.


	[14]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 12
	0’17”

	
	You’ve had the Dollywood theme park running for nearly 25 years – any special plans?

	
	IN:
	Oh we’re twenty five years …
	OUT:
	… party solid for nine months.


	[15]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 13
	0’20”

	
	Is there anything you haven’t done that you’d really like to do?

	
	IN:
	Well I wanna do more of …
	OUT:
	… leave my mind and heart open.


	[16]
	Dolly Parton
	Clip 14
	0’30”

	
	Is it true your next album will be produced by Jack White of The White Stripes?

	
	IN:
	Oh I don’t think he’s gonna …
	OUT:
	… these days maybe it’ll happen.


	[17]
	The White Stripes
	Jolene (live)
	3’17”


Backstage – 2

Wiley
Transcript Begins Page 12
Our next guest is one of the UK’s rising rap stars who has had great success over the past couple of years with songs such as Wearing My Rolex, Take That and his current hit, a collaboration with Emeli Sandi, Never Be Your Woman. Wiley first made a name for himself as a pioneer of the UK Grime scene where he was known as the ‘King of Grime’ and he went on to form his Roll Deep Crew, a changing group of MCs who have included the likes of Dizzee Rascal and Tinchy Stryder at various times. As a solo act, Wiley has so far released four albums with a fifth, The Elusive, to follow later this year. In addition to making music, Wiley runs a record label, EskiBeat Recordings. Hear from Wiley after this, his biggest hit to date, Wearing My Rolex.     
	[18]
	Wiley
	Wearing My Rolex
	2’49”


	[19]
	Wiley
	Clip 1
	1’38”

	
	What motivates you right now? Are you focussed on promoting the Wiley brand or on bringing up new young talent? 

	
	IN:
	I never really knew this, until …
	OUT:
	…  and forgot about being good.


	[20]
	Wiley
	Clip 2
	0’46”

	
	Are you proud of helping young rappers?

	
	IN:
	It’s a proud thing.  But you …
	OUT:
	…  thinking, rah, it’s mad, it’s mad.


	[21]
	Wiley
	Clip 3
	1’17”

	
	You mentioned the single Take That – how did that come about?

	
	IN:
	Do you know what it was …
	OUT:
	…  that that that… mad!.


	[22]
	Wiley & Chew Fu
	Take That
	2’44”


	[23]
	Wiley
	Clip 4
	1’07”

	
	You’re a family man but it must be difficult for you to move around easily nowadays with your fame.

	
	IN:
	It’s actually really hard.  …
	OUT:
	…  or something that time there.


	[24]
	Wiley
	Clip 5
	0’47”

	
	Where do you think music is heading this year?

	
	IN:
	Wiley, Chipmunk, Kano and …
	OUT:
	…  me in terms of sales and stuff.


	[25]
	Wiley
	Clip 6
	0’58”

	
	What about the rivalry between some of the UK rappers? Have you seen it get any better during the past year?

	
	IN:
	I have but … I just wish that …
	OUT:
	…  work together we can get there.


	[26]
	Wiley feat. Emeli Sandé
	Never Be Your Woman
	3’31”


Backstage – 3
The Courteeners
Transcript Begins Page 16
The Courteeners are next – they’re a four piece band from Manchester and all four members of the band have known each other since they were ten years old and lived in the same area. They didn’t form a band then though or soon after – in fact lead singer Liam Fray started as a solo singer-songwriter while he was at University. After several well received gigs, he decided to form a band initially using his name as the band name. Eventually they became The Courteeners and they soon gained a reputation as a solid live band around Manchester and were labelled as ‘the new Manc Messiahs’. One of their fans is former Smiths singer Morrissey who invited them as support act for a recent American tour. So far they’ve released two UK Top Ten albums, the latest being Falcon. The Courteeners are bass player Mark Cuppello, drummer Michael Campbell, guitarist Daniel Conan Moores and the guy we caught up with recently,  frontman Liam Fray.
	[27]
	The Courteeners
	Ident
	0’05”

	
	IN:
	I’m Liam.  I sing and play …
	OUT:
	… Campbell, I’m the drummer.


	[28]
	The Courteeners
	You Overdid It Doll
	4’04”


	[29]
	The Courteeners
	Clip 1
	0’20”

	
	The album has been out for two weeks now and it sold well in the UK. How do you feel about it now that you’re on the interview trail? 

	
	IN:
	We finished it quite a while …
	OUT:
	… rest that comes after it now.


	[30]
	The Courteeners
	Clip 2
	1’23”

	
	When you’ve finished an album, do you ever have regrets or doubts about it, thinking you could have done something different?

	
	IN:
	‘Cos I’m like, literally the …
	OUT:
	…  Which you know would be good.


	[31]
	The Courteeners
	Clip 3
	0’50”

	
	How did this album come about?

	
	IN:
	I started writing the bulk of …
	OUT:
	…  we did most of it in America.


	[32]
	The Courteeners
	Clip 4
	0’09”

	
	Talking of Morrissey, he’s quite a fan of yours isn’t he? What is he like off stage?

	
	IN:
	He’s a shy chap. But yeah we …
	OUT:
	…  why he likes us you know!  


	[33]
	The Courteeners
	The Opener
	5’17”


	[34]
	The Courteeners
	Clip 5
	2’07”

	
	It’s quite a departure in sound from your debut album isn’t it?

	
	IN:
	It’s not as if we sat around …
	OUT:
	… look forward.  You know.


	[35]
	The Courteeners
	Clip 6
	0’23”

	
	Why the album title Falcon? Is it symbolic?

	
	IN:
	Yeah, I suppose it is.  I mean …
	OUT:
	… off here.  And go flying.


	[36]
	The Courteeners
	Clip 7
	0’54”

	
	People have been comparing your sound to your fellow Mancunians, Elbow. Do you get on with that band and do you like them?

	
	IN:
	Big fans, Guy is actually …
	OUT:
	…  Good few moments on that set.


	[37]
	The Courteeners
	Clip 8
	0’48”

	
	You seem to really enjoy playing live don’t you?

	
	IN:
	Nothing worse than going …
	OUT:
	…  And that’s what it’s all about.


	[38]
	The Courteeners
	Clip 9
	0’50”

	
	Do you enjoy playing the festivals?

	
	IN:
	Generally, I mean I really get …
	OUT:
	… So, yeah, I fully embrace it.


	[39]
	The Courteeners
	Take Over The World
	3’40”


On Stage
The Saturdays

Live music now and this week it’s from the all-girl five piece, The Saturdays. They are UK girls Frankie, Mollie, Rochelle and Vanessa plus Irish girl Una. They’ve been together for a couple of years now and have already released two Top Ten albums – their debut, Chasing Lights, that was released in October 2008 and last year’s Wordshaker, a record that has had considerable praise from many critics who are loving the girls’ confidence and attitude. So far The Saturdays have had seven hit singles, their biggest being Just Can’t Get Enough, Forever Is Over and Ego. Here’s a live version of that song; The Saturdays with Ego. 
	[40]
	The Saturdays
	Ego (live)
	3’14”


TRANSCRIPT

[2]
Dolly Parton - 1
DOLLY
Yes, and I’m very excited about I Am A Rainbow; it’s really just a little story about all the different moods of children.  All the colours that they have in their personalities and it’s done quite well.  And so we’re excited about it and hope that the children are gonna enjoy it.  I’m real excited about the fact that we’re putting it in the Imagination Library, it’s the first book that I have written that we have in the Library, because it’s really always chosen by a committee of books that are appropriate for that age group by the people that know that sort of thing, so I’ve been hoping from the beginning that I would have something that would be fitting.  So I purposely wrote something that was simple and sweet and age-appropriate and so yes, I’m very excited about that.

[3]
Dolly Parton - 2
DOLLY
Well you can’t do enough for children and there’s a song that Whitney Houston had out years ago called The Children Are Our Future and I believe that it’s so true, and I grew up in a large family, lot of poor people that, lot of them didn’t get a chance to get an education, and that was what inspired it, it was my love for my family, especially my father who was so proud of me and got a chance to see the Imagination Library really start doing well, and got such a kick out of me being called ‘the book lady’.  But I just thought that working with children would be something more exciting for me, something I could understand, and less aggravations and politics, that sort of thing.  Children are innocent, plus it keeps me active and keeps me young at heart, and I’m feeling like I’m really doing something for the kids.  We’re gonna hopefully be all over the place before you know it with tons of books for tons of children.

[4]
Dolly Parton - 3
DOLLY
Well thank you very much, I do love to write, I write more grown up type things, but I do love the children’s things.  I have written several things, and hopefully I’ll have more things that will be appropriate for the children in the Imagination Library through the years, and of course you know, all the money from the I Am A Rainbow book goes to the Imagination Library.  For the children, I have lots of different stories about animals and attitudes, yeah, it will always be things that will be entertaining that will deal with the imagination of children and things for them to learn from hopefully, and to enjoy.

[5]
Dolly Parton - 4
DOLLY
Well, probably.  I mean I tell my story the way I tell it so much of life is written in my songs.  And I think you kinda have to write stuff that you relate to, but of course if you’re a writer and you have a big imagination, you can gather things from other people’s lives and other things that are fascinating to you and turn it into wonderful stories; that’s why writers write.

[6]
Dolly Parton - 5
DOLLY
Well yes, I have to watch my weight because I’m a little short person with a really fat appetite, and you know I just really have to watch what I eat and yeah, I’ve always tried to, when I go to dinner, or when I’m gonna over eat, I try to leave a little bit for the angels. I try to play mind tricks on myself.  But sometimes being the hog I am, I eat up the angels food as well! 

[7]
Dolly Parton - 6
DOLLY
Oh I’m sure I’ve always talked about it.  And you know I’m not running from it,  I don’t bring the subject up, but when people ask me about it I always try to tell the truth, I’d rather tell the truth than to get caught doing it, and then be caught in a lie.  So best to just be up front about it I think.  I’m not doing plastic surgery for the sake of plastic surgery, of course I’ll continue doing anything, I always make a joke about...  well it’s not really a joke, that if I see something sagging, dragging or bagging I’ll go have it nipped tucked or sucked and I’ll do it as long as I feel like I need to do that.  I’m in show business, I think of myself as a show horse.

[8]
Dolly Parton - 7
DOLLY
Well I’m hoping that I might be, at some point, I won’t be able to be playing myself as the young Dolly and the middle aged Dolly but possibly I can play myself toward the end, and certainly I can narrate and there’ll be some film footage and clips that sort of thing, hopefully.  

[10]
Dolly Parton - 8
DOLLY
Ah no!  I don’t think she could play me!  She’s tall, lord have mercy, she’s tall, she was taller when she was three than I am when I’m my age, so I don’t think Miley would be right for it!  But she’s a precious child.  She’s a doll, she’s a creative little thing, she reminds me a great deal of myself, she’s always thinking, always writing, always full of spunk and me-ness, in a good way.  And she’s very passionate.  So I think she’s very talented, and I’m hoping that she’s gonna do really well long after Hannah Montana.  I’ve noticed since she was a little bitty baby, but she’s, you know, I didn’t have to babysit, I have had her a few times.  You know, just to come by to play along with some of the other kids in my family, my nieces and nephews.  But I love her dad too, so they’re wonderful people.  And hopefully one of these days she’s gonna have some kids and we’ll be giving her some books from the Imagination Library.

[11]
Dolly Parton - 9
DOLLY
Well actually I haven’t had a chance to listen to too much music. I’m usually involved in trying to create some for the last year and a half, I’ve been so caught up in my own stuff, but I’m aware of all the things that go on if I watch the awards shows and the different shows where I can get a chance to watch the people, I enjoy all of it.  I find all those people very fascinating, I think Lady Gaga has got her own thing going that’s for sure.  I get a kick outta watching all the people and the way they become so popular so quick, for all the different reasons.  I have written a bunch of things and have done some dance music.  And at some point I do plan to put something out, just for those kids that like to go out and dance and party.  I would love to be able to work with any of the new artists, and I think my and Lady Gaga would certainly fit right together.  She’s outrageous, I’m a bit outrageous so hopefully that could be something great, I would love that.

[12]
Dolly Parton - 10
DOLLY
Oh of course!  I mean I’m a human being, I’m a very sensitive person, I live with my feelings on my sleeve and my heart wide open, you have to in order to be a writer, because writer’s are extremely sensitive people for that very reason, but yeah, I’ve been mad.  I’ve often said if I don’t like where you got it, I can certainly tell you where to put it.  I try to be right up front, you know, with everybody.  I try to…. You know, I have a good sense of humour, so if I can, anytime there is a problem I try to jokingly get through it with a good sense of humour, but if I see that that’s not possible then I have to get serious and pull the boss card if that’s what I have to do, but usually I work with wonderful people. I think of everybody as a partner, I don’t feel like I’m anybody’s boss unless they force me into a position where I have to act like one or try to.  

[13]
Dolly Parton - 11
DOLLY
I love to read and I love to watch TV.  My husband and I have a little RV, a little camper that we run around in and have fun doing that.  
And I just love to spend time at home with my husband and visit family and have the kids over, my little nieces and nephews and my sisters and brothers.  So I just have a simple life actually.  I look like a party doll, but I don’t really live that lifestyle unless I’ve been invited to a party and usually that has to do with some sort of business I’m involved in.

[14]
Dolly Parton - 12
DOLLY
Oh we’re twenty five years here at Dollywood and we’re gonna be doing a music special from here hopefully, a TV special.  And certainly we’re gonna be doing a lot of wonderful things on the park, and it’s gonna be a long party.  We’re open nine months a year, so we’re gonna party solid for nine months.

[15]
Dolly Parton - 13
DOLLY
Well I wanna do more of the things I’ve done, and I wanna do better at all of those things, and yeah, I wake up with new dreams everyday I just wait, and I just ask God to lead me and show me and let me have the good gumption to know what it is I’m looking at when he does show me, so I just kinda wait and kinda leave my mind and heart open.

[16]
Dolly Parton - 14
DOLLY
Oh I don’t think he’s gonna be producing my next album, I think, I have been asked about that before.  I would love to work with him someday in the future possibly, but they did my song Jolene; he’s a wonderfully talented person, and I would love to be able to work with him, but there are no plans in the works, we have not really discussed it. I have heard through the grapevine that he would like to produce me and he’s heard through the grapevine that I think it’s a good idea, but one of these days maybe it’ll happen.  

[19]
Wiley - 1

WILEY
I never really knew this, until you’ve just asked me, but now I’m gonna have to think carefully so, some days I think, that if I wasn’t the person who helped everyone, or I wasn’t that figure, maybe I wouldn’t be me.  Maybe I had to do that to earn ….. stripes and stuff, in the areas where I didn’t earn them, you know like Dizzee come along, you heard him, and he earned his stripes as soon as you heard him.  Your Chipmunk come along, he earned his stripe, Kayno earned his stripe, but, sometimes I think that when I first came along, I never really, I wasn’t that good.  Like I maybe tricked people a bit into thinking that, ‘wow Wiley, this person…’ when really I just had a flavour maybe.  But it took me from then...  so Dizzee, everyone’s good good good. To today, that when I spit or I’m in home and I’ll do a freestyle, I listen back and think wow, I’ve actually improved.  I feel like, rather than I was heavy in 2003 and now it’s 2009, and I got songs but I’m a bit washed up with my lyrics, you know what I mean?  So I feel like I’ve, I feel like I’ve definitely got better, as opposed to where Kano and Dizzee started great, and then now everyone’s walking around saying ‘rah, I’m better than them’.  I got Chipmunk in my ear saying, ‘nah, I’m better than them’.  And I can’t even, you know I can’t argue with the kid because he’s one of the cool dogs, I’m not gonna argue with him.  But, that makes me think them two, Kayno and Dizzee, maybe it’s not a bad thing, like he ain’t dissing them or nothing like that, but maybe they’ve looked it the other way, and they’ve elevated and got all the money and got to there and forgot about being good.  

[20]
Wiley - 2

WILEY
It’s a proud thing.  But you know what it is, when they look back at me and say ‘yeah, you’re an old thing’, it turns into not proud anymore.  And it turns into this ‘ok, lads, you’re there, Ironic you’re there you’re there, you’re there.  Now let me go to the studio’, and go to the studio.  When I walk out I press play, and if what press play comes out of me and I think, I’m there as well, ‘cos sometimes they’re there, they’re looking back at me like, ‘we’re ahead of you’.  Not knowing that I might just be chilling.  But then, now, since Take That, it changed it again, like everyone ringing me from the whole universe.  This that and I thought well it shows innit, like maybe when Tinchy was up there, a lot of people must have been ringing him, and the same thing, and he must have been thinking, rah, it’s mad, it’s mad.

[21]
Wiley - 3

WILEY
Do you know what it was yeah, Chew Fu, no this is what happened.  Remember when I done a tune called She’s Glowing.  And Warner, they stopped it sort of ‘cos they didn’t want me to go off and get a single so from then, I was working working working.  I had Take That, the beat got sent over then, so imagine it was like beginning of ‘09.  So the beat was there.  And Ed Howard from Warner, he had eight beats from Chew Fu, he sent them to my email.  So they’re just there.  I was pondering on them.  And then I done Never Be A Woman.  I done a track called Living It Up.  I got them two signed.  But they got blocked.  So then I’m sitting there thinking, well, no one cares, I’ve got two singles they ain't released yet.  And the year is gonna be over in a minute.  So obviously I’ve listened to that Chew Fu and I’ve pressed play.  I didn’t like it, I’ll be honest with you, I kept listening, but then every time it kicked down, (MAKES NOISE) I just keep thinking like, not Bonkers but yeah, Bonkers, it kept making me think right, this could be the next step to Bonkers and I’m not even trying to copy Dizzee because I done Rolex. You know what I mean? And then, I kept listening to it and I wrote it.  And it come out of the blue.  Singles out now, Take That, great dance track, it’s mad tune.  I was raving to it myself, I couldn’t believe it, what the producer’s done to make it reach that height like take take take take that that that that… mad!

[23]
Wiley - 4

WILEY
It’s actually really hard.  Before I used to sort of try and go to the park and stuff, but then you know what it is, like, when I go out sometimes and I just bump into people and sometimes I can’t trust what might happen that day.  You know like I might bump into twenty youths, and then they might not understand I’m with my daughter and you know what I mean it’s weird, it is weird, but I try and like steer clear from any harm.  Every time I look at one of them people, I just see myself ten years ago.  And that is probably what keeps me grounded and even to liaise and talk to them, because if I was to sort of have the attitude where I was like, you pass me the demo and I’m like, ‘oh yeah whatever.’  And shelf it, maybe I wouldn’t find new talents and… you know what I mean?  So sometimes it is good and just not to get smothered.  Like someone like Lil Wayne or Drake, they must just get like smothered, and that’s horrible.  I would hate to get smothered, like everyone wants to spit to you, everyone wants, ‘cos they’re out on a high level yeah, and they could be heavy but I might not even be on that vibe. I might have just been on a glass of champers or something that time there.  

[24]
Wiley - 5

WILEY
Wiley, Chipmunk, Kano and…. Wiley, Chipmunk, Kano and Sceptre was in the studio.  ‘Cos we realised one thing, was listening to Forever with Lil Wayne and Drake and …. And obviously we’ve linked up before we’ve done stuff, but we watched that and we realised that Eminem was twenty miles ahead of everyone.  So this is what I said to them yeah, in 2010, we need to be a little more of competition on song, but not war.  That is what so you’re gonna hear a song, it might be a Fraser T beat, whatever, and it’s got Wiley, stars on it basically.  Come on stars let’s be together, ‘cos we could all run off in different directions but let’s stick together.  That’s very strong thing that I think will help people like me in terms of sales and stuff.

[25]
Wiley - 6

WILEY
I have but … I just wish that the top people done it more.  You know like, in my scene there’s people who could come and ignite the whole thing.  But they stand back or they’re at home or they feel like, they should just be on their own or they’ve got an attitude, really I feel like, like if there was one track yeah, with Dizzee, Wiley and Thingy and Thingy on it, then it’s a go from me.  Like for me, it’s a go, that’s almost my Eminem and Lil Wayne and…. And in England, loads of people they just go in their own direction bro, even me, like I could be, when I first get to Wiley I might turn right and just think I’m Wiley, when really if I turn left, buck my man and buck my man, then we could be Wiley and them, you know what I mean?  That’s where I’m really upset about that, because we used to do it on the roof, pirate radio.  With no, nothing, and then when everyone gets some money, it’s mad. But at least Chipmunk, Wiley, Kano, there’s a few people, scorchers, they all sort of know that, right, if we work together we can get there.   

[27]
The Courteeners - Ident

LIAM
I’m Liam.  I sing and play guitar in The Courteeners.

CAMPBELL
I’m Campbell, I’m the drummer.

[29]
The Courteeners -  1

LIAM
We finished it quite a while ago.  As far as we’re concerned the hard work’s done, once you’ve done it.  This bit is pretty easy you know.  All the press and stuff.  You get the tour which is the fun bit.  So happy days.

CAMPBELL
We been listening to it and loving it and enjoying listening to it and just look forward to everyone else being able to hear it now.  Hard work’s done like Liam said and just the rest that comes after it now.

[30]
The Courteeners -  2

LIAM
‘Cos I’m like, literally the least decisive person you’ve ever met.  Like that’s not right, that’s right, that’s not right, that’s right…. I mean…

CAMPBELL
You sure that’s right?

LIAM
I have these arguments with myself, do you know what I mean, before I even got to the rest of the band, it’s like, me and me.  But I think you’re always gonna do that, I think everybody does that.  I mean once you get it mixed and mastered and the final layer goes on and that’s that, but I mean you know, life’s full of risks.  You know once you’ve done it you’ve done it.  So I think everybody’s always gonna look back and go maybe we’ll do that…. but no, I think we’re all, you know really pleased and happy with the way it is.  I think it’s good that we’ve taken a few risks on it, because I think there should always be a little degree of uncertainty ‘cos that’s what makes it exciting isn’t it?  Well not necessarily a risk I just think people expected a kind of you know, guitar band.  I did a lot of the writing on the piano, did a lot on keyboards and stuff.  It’s just a lot more layers and you know, voluptuous in melody.  As opposed to maybe the first one that you know, it was, it was kind of plug-in play you know, and we did it with Steven.  It’s kind of difficult I suppose sometimes to get, like recreate that raw sound.  But you know, he did it really well.  But this time around people hadn’t heard, obviously the first record, they’ve heard the songs and stuff, and let’s try and recreate but this time it was the other way round I think it was like, you know, let’s really go to town on it.  And try and recreate that live.  I think you get a, I think because of that you’re gonna get like a really raw version of it live.  Which you know would be good. 

[31]
The Courteeners -  3

LIAM
I started writing the bulk of it when we were in America, when we did the Morrissey tour with him.  That was March and April of last year.  It’s just great you know, acoustics are always out, we had the keyboard plugged in on the bus all the time, so it was great you know, you do your sound check and come in and start bashing around and get little bits down on the laptop or you know, people have got Dictaphones and whatever else out and it’s good, because there’s no pressure on that American tour, ‘cos it was supporting you know, Morrissey, it was his tour, people didn’t really know who we were.  There was no pressure, we just kind of went out there and had a great time, enjoyed it, and because of that I think there’s definitely a kind of rich vein of positivity on the album that perhaps wasn’t there on the first one, you know, it feels, it’s pretty upbeat and I think once we got the bulk of it down, we recorded it in July and August?

CAMPBELL
Yeah.  Stretched into September.

LIAM
September yeah.  so, we did most of it in America.

[32]
The Courteeners -  4

LIAM
He’s a shy chap. But yeah we had a couple of beers with him.  He’s a top bloke man, clever, funny.  I mean I can see why he likes us you know!  

[34]
The Courteeners -  5

LIAM
It’s not as if we sat around going what can we do, what shall we do differently?  I think as soon as St. Jude came out even within like three or four months of us listening to it, we were kind of in our infancy stages when we were recording it, like, you know we’d only been together eighteen months, so to go in and do it, I mean it was great fun doing it, and I still love listening to it you know, I listen to it you know, quite frequently, I know that sounds sad, but it happens.  Maybe when we released That Kiss I was kinda like yeah, we can definitely push on from this, there’s definitely places, which I think is exciting a lot of bands arrive fully formed, and they’ve got nowhere to go.  It’s kind of like, you know, you could name five records that have come out in the last six months or whatever, and they’re great records, but where do the bands go from there?  Because they’re so kind of fully formed  ‘Cos ours were so raw and kinda like, you know, wasn’t ready, it was just like pure emotion, it wasn’t really thought out, it was just like, let’s get this down, blahdy blah.  And ….

CAMPBELL
It’s been a great kinda launch pad for us for the second album.  It’s kinda like….

LIAM
Yeah, it’s given us something to go on..

CAMPBELL
It’s you know, whilst we were really happy with St Jude and where it went, and you know, we’ve kind of gone through a bit of change and it’s kind of replicated, it’s kind of…. we’ve kind of proved that by Falcon. And you know, like we say, it’s a great launch pad but you know we can kick on and do….

LIAM
I think it’s just because like you know, we’ve changed now, we’ve grown up.  I mean everyone, you know, when I wrote St Jude I was 18.  And I’m 24 now, so you know, it’s that old saying, you’ve got forever to write your first album, whatever.  But it’s true you know.  a lot of those songs, you know,  for some reason I had a massive chip on me shoulder, but I think everyone does when they’re 18 don’t they?  I think it comes from us getting better at what do I suppose.  I mean everyone, if you do any job for three or four years, whether you’re a butcher, whether you’re a journalist, whether you’re a… you know.  You know a teacher or whatever, you’re gonna get better in time.  And I think it’s just us in the studio, kinda having a bit more confidence in ourselves and knowing ourselves round the desk and stuff so, just that really.  Like, and having a bit of fun making it, because there’s no point in trying to make the same record again. I think once you start looking over your shoulder at the first record, I think you’re in trouble.  You’ve gotta like go, let’s just look forward.  You know.  

[35]
The Courteeners -  6

LIAM
Yeah, I suppose it is.  I mean there’s a bit of a drunken tale about us being in America and I got up one morning and I swear I thought this falcon was following us for a bit of the tour bus. I was watching it out of the window, I was like this is amazing. But then it’s all about like, you know, the imagery and stuff and it kind of taking flight but knowing where its roots are, and you know, it feels like we’re ready to kick off here.  And go flying.

[36]
The Courteeners -  7

LIAM
Big fans, Guy is actually Campbell’s uncle.  No he’s not really.  

CAMPBELL
We’ve met him a few times, he’s a really great lad and we watched them ..

LIAM
He’d make a good uncle wouldn’t he?

CAMPBELL
He would! 

LIAM
‘Cos he’d be one of them, like, he’d definitely get you, like you’d be a wedding when you’re like thirteen he’d definitely get you a drink.  Definitely get you a pint on the sly.  

CAMPBELL
Don’t tell your mum and dad!  

LIAM
Yeah.  But no, they’re all really nice guys, you know we love them to bits Elbow.  Great band.  Like last record was amazing, but he previous three were amazing.  So pleased when it was done so well, but like we’ve been influenced, I’ve been influenced by them forever, you know what I mean.  I just think maybe it’s come through more on this record, because like I say, when I was 18, I was probably a bit more annoyed at stuff.  

CAMPBELL
It was a definite highlight of Glastonbury ‘08 wasn’t it, seeing them, 

LIAM
Us playing, yeah that was great.  

CAMPBELL
Second highlight of Glastonbury was seeing Elbow.

LIAM
Yeah it was a good moment wasn’t it that?
CAMPBELL
Brilliant

LIAM
Good few moments on that set.

[37]
The Courteeners -  8

LIAM
Nothing worse than going to see a band who look disinterested.  Believe me we’re always interested.  We quite like playing our guitars and you know, singing our songs.  It’s just a buzz man, just going out round the country and doing what you love doing right, and seeing everybody there, having a good time.  That’s what it’s about, you know, it’s about the night out, it’s about you know, getting the record and holding that product and going home with it on the bus and thinking like, I can’t wait to listen to this, that’s what it was like for us.  That’s what it’s still like for us, you know what I mean, it’s not like, we’re not detached from it, I can’t wait for a record to come out, I remember buying Stephen Fretwells’s first thing called Eight Songs on Piccadilly Records, and on like ten inch limited edition and running back into, I didn’t run, I got a bus, there’s no running in them days.  Yeah, got on the bus, back into college, and holding it, and just being really excited for it.  And that’s what it’s all about.

[38]
The Courteeners -  9

LIAM
Generally, I mean I really get on with festivals, a lot of bands don’t.  But I don’t know, we’ve always kind of you know, got on really well with them.  We’ve always just mashed it for want of a better phrase.  I don’t know.  It’s one of those things innit?  You’re on a stage, the sun’s out, there’s loads of people there, what’s better than this?  Let’s plug in, turn up, and go for it.  And yeah, let’s have it, I can’t wait me. Play them all.
CAMPBELL
It’s like a similar vibe…. from us like, on the stage, and people in the audience.  We’d be doing what they’re doing, you know, it’s that kind of vibe.

LIAM
It’s like we went to Leeds Festival when we were younger, and you know, V and Glastonbury and all them, and you know, we got wet in the rain and you know, fell in love at festivals and you know, we fell out of love in festivals, they can be proper special times at festivals.  You know.  So, yeah, I fully embrace it.
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